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April, 12, 2016 

 

Dear Editor,  

I consider the book of Jacob Rofe, titled "Psycho-Bizarreness: an Integrative 

Rational-Choice Theory of Madness", a true challenge for conventional (and 

somewhat conservative) thinking in the fields of abnormal psychology, clinical 

psychology, psychiatry and law. As a (former) Dean of the Faculty of Social Sciences 

at Bar-Ilan University (about 10 years ago)  I have witnessed indications of a great 

impact of the creative and provocative ideas of Jacob (then the chair of the 

Interdisciplinary Department of Social Sciences at my faculty), in Israel and overseas.  

Since that time I have read carefully a couple of developments of the Psycho-

Bizarreness manuscript and I think that the publication of the final version in a book 

format shall make a great service to the open minded scientists and practitioners in the 

related fields. While there is no doubt that some of them will not accept the due idea, 

partly or totally, I believe that it will do a great service in forcing them to sharpen the 

underlying theoretical and working premises of their own work.  

The book deals with a wide range of deviant behaviors and makes invaluable 

contribution in this respect. His revolutionary suggestion that these behaviors emerge 

from rational considerations looks unreasonable at first glance. However, based on 

various case studies of offenses with no history of genetic or neurological flaws, and on 

numerous research and clinical data, Rofe shows that the same principles that guide 

people in choosing a specific economic product, based on cost-benefit considerations, 

determine the choice of specific 'mad' behaviors as well. Rofe claims that a lack of 

awareness of the knowledge of self-Involvement is induced through sophisticated 

information processing that facilitates the development of a self-deceptive belief. 

Overall, this book is an exceptional scientific work that may contribute to our conception 

of the development and treatment of psychological disorders. That is in terms which can 

be applicable to mental health diagnosis and treatment, and to forensic issues. It is my 

privilege to recommend this book to your highly respectable publishing company. 

Sincerely, 

Yuval Wolf 

Yuval.wolf@biu.ac.il  
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